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I’d like you to meet two military veterans that currently live at South Western Veterans Home in Pittsburgh. These two gentlemen actively participated in a new program designed for veterans living with dementia. Today’s presentation will give you some background and some stories from this new collaboration between PCA and DMVA



PENNSYLVANIA CREATIVE COMMUNITIES OF CARE
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DMVA Veterans’ Homes and 
PCA’s Arts in Education Partners
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PCA’s AIE Partnership Infrastructure and 6 VA Homes in PAThrough this model, we paired each VA homes with their corresponding AIE Partner and then the AIE Partners matched a Teaching Artists from the community with the VA home. 



Timeslips Training and 
Arts in Education Residency Experiences
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Two pronged approach to our pilot…



What is Timeslips?
Timeslips is a 
creative, 
improvisational 
method that opens 
storytelling to 
everyone by replacing 
the pressure to 
remember with 
encouragement to 
imagine.
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So what exactly is Timeslips…Timeslips creative storytelling can be done in group settings (like in the photo shown) or in one-on-one interaction. Our program focused on more of the collaborative techniques. Explain what’s happening in photo….(using prompts to generate ideas)Also explain residency piece



DO YOU HAVE  
TATTOO?



HOLLIDAYSBURG 
VETERANS’ HOME
“Being able to encourage the residents to be creative, 

imaginative and sometimes humorous has empowered 
me to do more to enable their success.” – Sherry 
Morningstar, Military Affairs Activity Aide

“This experience has allowed us to connect and communicate 
with the residents on many different levels.“  – Valerie 
Kerfoot, Therapeutic Recreational Services Supervisor
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Story Quilt Project – Was a creative way to visualize the improvisational story ideas inspired from a prompt used to start off that day. Several of these quilts were created and then displayed in common areas of the home. “This experience has allowed us to connect and communicate with the residents on many different levels.“ – Valerie Kerfoot, Therapeutic Recreational Services SupervisorBeing able to encourage the residents to be creative, imaginative and sometimes humorous has empowered me to do more to enable their success.” – Sherry Morningstar, Military Affairs Activity Aide



SOUTHWESTERN VETERANS’ CENTER
“They better never cancel this class!” – Ro, Resident
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Just like any gallery or museum…these artists had an opening night reception for their work.  



What’s next…
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Talk about next steps and funding in 2018-19…Many of you were members of the arts and cultural caucus several years ago when we presented on our Creative Aging work with the PA Dept.. Of Aging. The CA program has thrived and grown and has now allowed us to move into this work with senior veterans (like the program we just described) we at PCA have to thank you for supporting the development of this work and providing these opportunities for renewed quality of life for these seniors. 
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