
The Pennsylvania Art Education ¬Association actively supports and promotes visual art education through
professional development, leadership, and service. Unlike other organizations, the Pennsylvania Art Education
Association is invested in timely research and the contemporary visual arts community. Through professional
development led by professionals in our field, we offer a variety of ways to meet the needs of busy professionals.
However, the current Arts & Humanities Standards of 2003 present challenges for our educators; overlooking the
evolving job force and creative skill sets that will equip our learners with the necessary knowledge and ability to be
successful in fields of expertise that do not yet exist. Over the past year, a core group of individuals came together to
write a crosswalk document between the Pennsylvania Department of Education Arts & Humanities Standards and
the National Visual Arts Standards to serve as an educational tool for our members. In coordinated efforts with
legislatures and the Pennsylvania Arts Education Leadership Coalition, we are hopeful that a standards revision will
take effect in the coming year.

PAEA embraces, represents, and 
advances greater diversity, equity, 
accessibility, and inclusivity throughout 
the Visual Art Education community 
and partnerships.

The PAEA’s Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Special Interest Group (EDI) encompasses the national level interest groups
like the Committee on Multiethnic Concerns (COMC)–Established 1971, LGBTQ+ Interest Group–Established 1996 and
Asian Art and Culture Interest Group (AACIG)—Established 2017.
Like the before-mentioned national interest groups, the purpose of the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Special Interest
Group (EDI) is to encourage, strengthen, and promote understanding of cultural diversity through the identifying of
African, Asian, Hispanic, and Native Americans and to make visible lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues
within the field of art education.
The Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) interest group actively works against misrepresentation and bias in our
culture and teaching institutions. Another goal is to produce safer spaces for all students, teachers, and people in our
schools and society.

THE PENNSYLVANIA ART EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
The Pennsylvania Art Education Association actively supports and
promotes visual art education through professional development,
leadership, and service.

OUTSTANDING VISUAL ART COMMUNITIES
The Pennsylvania Art Education Association is proud to recognize schools
and districts across the Commonwealth for their commitment to visual arts
education opportunities for all students PK-12 as Outstanding Visual Art
Communities (OVAC).

PAEA empowers its members to transform their practices,
students, colleagues, and communities to build a strong art
education culture and citizenry.
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